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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[MEMBER OF CONGRESS] Visits Local Trauma Center [insert name] to Learn About the Care of Injured Patients

[CITY, STATE] ([MONTH XX], 2026) — [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] recently visited [TRAUMA CENTER NAME] to learn about the lifesaving role of trauma care and why it is critical for every community to have access to high quality care for trauma emergencies. 

The visit, which was part of the American College of Surgeons’ Where Seconds Matter national campaign, highlighted the care provided every day at [TRAUMA CENTER NAME] and why steady, sustainable support is vital for trauma centers and the health of communities. 

[QUOTE FROM TRAUMA CENTER LEADER]

Coordinated trauma care is essential to getting the right patient to the right place at the right time. However, trauma is an often overlooked public health emergency in the U.S., despite being the leading cause of death for people ages 5-44. 

The visit was one of many similar visits happening around the United States to educate local, state and federal policymakers on the critical role of trauma care, highlight system challenges, and advocate for policies that strengthen trauma systems, workforce, and emergency preparedness.

“Everyone deserves access to high-quality trauma care—no matter their ZIP code,” said Joseph V. Sakran, MD, MPH, MPA, FACS, who leads the Where Seconds Matter campaign for the American College of Surgeons (ACS). “Too often, trauma care is invisible until tragedy strikes. For decades, it has been overlooked and underfunded. This campaign brings lawmakers to the frontlines so they can see the stakes firsthand. We’re not just telling them why trauma systems matter—we’re showing them. Together, we can build a system where seconds don’t cost lives.”

During the visit, trauma center leaders emphasized to [MEMBER OF CONGRESS] policy priorities related to trauma care, such as:

· The importance of robust, sustainable funding for trauma systems;
· The need for a National Trauma and Emergency Preparedness Systems (NTEPS) to strengthen daily care coordination and disaster readiness; 
· The critical role of military-civilian partnerships such as MISSION ZERO, which supports civilian health care access and military medical readiness by integrating military surgeons into civilian trauma centers.

The ACS Committee on Trauma developed the definitive guide to measure the quality and effectiveness of trauma care and is working to strengthen trauma care around the country. 

In addition to caring for injured patients, trauma centers also provide numerous services to strengthen the health of their communities, such as injury prevention programs, educating the public how to control bleeding in an emergency through the ACS Stop the Bleed program, and teaching first aid, among others. 

Learn more about Where Seconds Matter and the ACS Committee on Trauma. 
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[INSTITUTION BOILERPLATE]

About the American College of Surgeons
The American College of Surgeons is a scientific and educational organization of surgeons that was founded in 1913 to raise the standards of surgical practice and improve the quality of care for all surgical patients. The College is dedicated to the ethical and competent practice of surgery. Its achievements have significantly influenced the course of scientific surgery in America and have established it as an important advocate for all surgical patients. The College has approximately 90,000 members and is the largest organization of surgeons in the world. "FACS" designates that a surgeon is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons.
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