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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislative adjournments: Alabama (5/14); Alaska (5/20); Arkansas (5/5); Colorado (5/7); Connecticut (6/4); Georgia (4/4); Hawaii (5/2); Idaho (4/4); Illinois (5/31); Indiana (4/24); Iowa (5/14); Kansas (4/11); Kentucky (3/28); Maine (3/21); Maryland (4/7); Minnesota (5/19); Mississippi (4/3); Missouri (5/15); Montana (4/30); New Mexico (3/22); Nevada (6/2); North Dakota (5/3); Oklahoma (5/30); South Carolina (5/8); South Dakota (3/31); Tennessee (4/22); Texas (6/2); Utah (3/7); Vermont (5/30);Virginia (2/22); Washington (4/27); West Virginia (4/12), and Wyoming (3/6).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
COLORADO
SB 296 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Dafna Jenet (D), SB 296 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing coverage for preventative, diagnostic, and supplemental breast cancer examinations for individuals with at least one risk factor for breast cancer. Governor Jared Polis (D) signed the bill into law May 29. 

SB 301 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Barbara Kirkmeyer (R), SB 301 allows health care providers to adjust the dose or frequency of a chronic maintenance drug without requiring prior authorization (PA); the drug must be previously approved, and the dose or frequency must not have been adjusted more than twice without PA; excludes opioids. Governor Jared Polis (D) signed the bill into law May 29. 

HAWAII
SB 1417 – Workplace Violence ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Ronald Kouchi (D), SB 1417 classifies harming a health care professional while in performance of their duties an assault in the second degree; makes terroristic threatening of a health care worker a charge of terroristic threatening in the first degree. Governor Josh Green (D) signed the bill into law May 30. 

IOWA
HF 972 – Rural Health Workforce ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk199511891]Introduced by the Appropriations Committee, HF 972 establishes an incentive program with income bonuses or loan repayments for physicians who practice in underserved areas; applicants for the program must apply for either a loan repayment or an income bonus. Governor Kim Reynolds (R) signed the bill into law May 28. 

LOUISIANA
SR 98 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Senator Beth Mizell (R), SR 98 requests the department of health to educate the public on lung cancer risk factors and to promote lung cancer screenings. The resolution was adopted by the Senate June 1. 

MAINE
LD 1128 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Cassie Julia (D), LD 1128 mandates naturopathic doctors establish a 12-month collaborative relationship with a physician before prescribing non-controlled legend drugs. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law May 30. 

MISSISSIPPI
HB 19 – Trauma System Funding/Cancer
Introduced by Representative Clay Deweese (R), HB 19 allocates $250,000 to the breast and cervical cancer program; allocates $34,000,000 to the trauma care system; allows for the transfer of a portion of trauma care system funds for the development and implementation of an enhanced reimbursement fee program related to trauma care and services. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Appropriations Committee.

MONTANA
SB 446 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Vince Ricci (R), SB 446 requires health insurers to use a state-licensed physician with a specialty relevant to the condition under review to make adverse determinations and grievance reviews. Governor Greg Gianforte (R) signed the bill into law May 16. 

SB 447 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Vince Ricci (R), SB 447 extends prior authorization (PA) approvals for chronic conditions for the duration of the condition; prohibits PA for generic drugs not classified as controlled substances; mandates adverse PA determinations be accompanied by a list of covered therapeutic alternatives; requires determinations to be made by a physician specializing in the relevant condition. Governor Greg Gianforte (R) signed the bill into law May 16. 

NEVADA
SB 124 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Fabian Donate (D), SB 124 allows graduates of qualified foreign medical schools who hold an unrestricted license from a foreign country to gain a limited license; after two years of full-time practice under the limited license and in good standing, the holder may apply for an unrestricted license. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law May 30.

SB 387 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Roberta Lange (D), SB 387 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing annual lung cancer screenings using low-dose computed tomography for individuals aged 50 to 80 with a significant smoking history. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law May 31. 

NEW JERSEY
S 4544 – Trauma
Introduced by Senator Kristin Corrado (R), S 4544 allows paramedics to administer blood products to patients in pre-hospital settings under medical oversight. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Committee. 
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A 7562A – Anesthesia
Introduced by Assemblymember Karines Reyes (D), A 7562A prohibits health insurers from imposing any policy placing a time limit for the payment of anesthesia services provided during a medical procedure. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Insurance Committee. 

A 8755 – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Angelo Santabarbara (D), A 8755 requires health insurers to cover annual cancer screenings for retired firefighters, including digital rectal exams, cervical exam with pap test, breast exam, colonoscopies, mammograms, and low dose computed tomography; requires health insurers to cover costs related to diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, and prevention of cancer. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Insurance Committee. 

K 616 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Harvey Epstein (D), K 616 seeks to proclaim May 31, 2025, as no tobacco day to raise awareness about the health risks of tobacco, including heart disease and cancer. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly May 29. 

S 3820B – Anesthesia
Introduced by Senator Gustavo Rivera (D), S 3820B prohibits health insurers from imposing any policy placing a time limit for the payment of anesthesia services provided during a medical procedure. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Insurance Committee. 
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S 8335 – Licensure
[bookmark: _Hlk200624586]Introduced by Senator Liz Krueger (D), S 8335 reduces the response time for licensees to respond to written communications from the department of health from thirty to ten days, failure to respond in this timeframe results in professional misconduct; expands misconduct to include harassment or intimidation of a patients caregiver or surrogate; establishes physicians practicing under a limited permit have validity during the life of the holder; requires licensees to notify the department within ten calendar days of having plead guilty, been found guilty, or been charged with a crime in any jurisdiction or of any event meeting the definitions of professional misconduct. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee. 

S 8341 – Licensure
Introduced by Senator Toby Stavisky (D), S 8341 creates a three-year pilot program allowing out-of-state licensed medical professionals to practice temporarily in-state underserved areas; applicants must be licensed and in good standing in another state or territory and must practice under the supervision of a licensed physician. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee. 
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SB 209 – Licensure/Criminalization
Introduced by Senator Al Cutrona (R), SB 209 prohibits any agency or licensing board from disciplining a health care professional for publicly expressing an opinion regarding the safety, risks, benefits, or efficacy of a drug, including a drug prescribed for off-label use and informing a patient of safety concerns or risks which may be associated with a drug; not include a patient under a health professional’s care in a private setting. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Committee. 

OKLAHOMA
HB 1389 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Melissa Provenzano (D), HB 1389 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing breast cancer screenings, including breast magnetic resonance imaging, breast ultrasound, and molecular breast imaging; screenings every five years for women aged 35 to 39 and annually for women aged 40 and older. Governor Kevin Stitt signed the bill into law May 29.

HB 1808 – Step-Therapy ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Carl Newton (R), HB 1808 requires health insurers to provide exceptions to step-therapy protocols; establishes standards for health care contracts, requiring transparency in compensation, policies, and policy changes; requires urgent prior authorization (PA) requests determinations within twenty-four hours, non-urgent requests within two days; PA for treatment and medications are valid for the course of the treatment or at least one year. The bill became law without Governor Kevin Stitt’s (R) signature May 29.

HB 2298 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Kyle Hilbert (R), HB 2298 seeks to grant independent prescriptive authority to Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs) after completing 6,240 hours of practice under physician supervision; mandates collaboration between the nursing, medical, and osteopathic boards to establish rules; requires the APRN to maintain malpractice insurance. Governor Kevin Stitt signed the bill into law May 29.

SB 1050 – Insurance ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Ally Seifried (R), SB 1050 reduced the timeframe for health insurers to request a refund for claims payment from a health care professional from eighteen to two months. Governor Kevin Stitt signed the bill into law May 29.

TEXAS
HB 198 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Benjamin Bumgarner (R), HB 198 requires political subdivisions which employ firefighters to provide no cost-sharing screenings for colorectal, prostate, lung, and brain cancer after five years of service and once every year following the initial screening. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law May 29.

VERMONT
S 126 – Insurance/Single Payer
[bookmark: _Hlk200624644]Introduced by the Health and Welfare Committee, S 126 mandates reference-based pricing for health care professionals by 2027 in the state's health care payment and delivery system; requires the board to set reimbursement rates; calls for the development of an integrated statewide health care delivery strategic plan to promote universal access to high-quality, cost-effective care, including emergency medical services. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Appropriations Committee. 
