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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
At this time of year we switch to list the legislatures still in session and when they are scheduled to adjourn: Arizona (6/30); California (9/12); Delaware (6/30); Florida (6/18); Maine (Special Session); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Hampshire (6/30); New Jersey (12/31); North Carolina (7/31); Ohio (12/31); Oregon (6/29); Pennsylvania (12/31); Rhode Island (6/30); Vermont (6/17); and Wisconsin (12/31).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
COLORADO
SB 48 – Insurance ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Dafna Jenet (D), SB 48 requires insurance coverage for metabolic and bariatric surgery for the treatment of pre-diabetes and obesity. Governor Jared Polis (D) signed the bill into law June 3.

DELAWARE
HB 205 – Criminalization/Professional Liability
Introduced by Representative Cyndie Romer (D), HB 205 amends existing law to protect physicians who provide lawful health care services in the state are not engaging in unprofessional conduct and cannot be disciplined for those services even if they are illegal in the patient’s home state; prohibits health care providers from disclosing a patient’s health care records for a civil proceeding; and prohibits a health insurer from taking an adverse action against a health care provider for performing or providing health care services which are lawful in-state. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

HAWAII
HB 250 – Insurance ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Lisa Marten (D), HB 250 requires utilization review entities to submit prior authorization (PA) data to the state; the state will provide PA information on their website; creates a commission to evaluate national standards to determine the necessity of PA and to make recommendations. Governor Josh Green (D) signed the bill into law June 3. 

HB 1379 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Chris Lee (D), HB 1379 provides an alternative licensure pathway for foreign medical graduates; applicants must pass one of the Federation Licensing Examination, United States Licensing Examination, or a combination of both; must possess an Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates Certificate; must complete two years of post-graduate medical training in a program approved by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education, American Osteopathic Association or a Canadian program that has been accredited for resident training by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada or College of Family Physicians of Canada. Governor Josh Green (D) signed the bill into law June 4. 

SB 1365 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Ronald Kouchi (D), SB 1365 authorizes the licensure board to run criminal background checks on physicians applying for a medical license when using the process offered by the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact. Governor Josh Green (D) signed the bill into law June 3. 

LOUISIANA
HR 313 – Artificial Intelligence
Introduced by Representative Jeremy LaCombe (R), HR 313 urges Congress to enact federal standards and oversight for the use of artificial intelligence in health care, including the requirement for physicians to retain full control over medical decision-making. The resolution was introduced in the House and is pending referral.  

MAINE 
LD 984 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by Senator Marianne Moore (R), LD 984 requires state owned buildings with fifty or more employees to have at least one bleeding control kit; allocates funding to acquire kits and receive regular maintenance. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the State and Local Government Committee. 

LD 985 – Corporate Practice of Medicine
Introduced by Senator Mike Tipping (D), LD 985 reduces a five-year moratorium on hospital ownership or operation by private equity or real estate investment trusts to one-year; creates an exception for applications for a certificate of need filed on or before June 1, 2025. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee. 

LD 1757 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Kristi Mathieson (D), LD 1757 requires osteopathic licensure applicants who graduated from an accredited osteopathic medical school before January 1 2026 to complete at least 12 months in a graduate medical educational (GME) program and pass the COMLEX-USA exam and those who graduate after January 2026 to complete 36 months of GME; allows the board to issue a license limited to the practice of administrative medicine, or any other special license; sets the osteopathic licensure fee at $600 plus the cost of any qualifying examinations. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law June 9. 

NEBRASKA
LB 77 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Eliot Bostar, LB 77 requires health insurers to post prior authorization (PA) requirements on their website; adverse determinations must be made by a licensed physician with appropriate clinical experience; appeals of an adverse decision must be made by a physician in a similar specialty who was not involved in the initial decision; urgent requests for determination must be made in twelve hours and non-urgent requests within three days; PA for chronic conditions valid for at least one year; prohibits PA for emergency health care services and preventive services with a rating of A or B from the United States Preventive Services Task Force. Governor Jim Pillen (R) signed the bill into law June 5. 

NEVADA
AB 319 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember David Orentlicher (D), AB 319 deletes the certification by a specialty board of the American Board of Medical Specialties; the board may issue a license by endorsement to practice medicine to those physicians affiliated with the armed forces; requires physicians who have not practiced for 24 months or more to take an examination to test competency or otherwise demonstrate their ability to practice medicine; foreign licensed physicians who received their medical education in medical schools determined equivalent by the board are licensed the same as a person who was educated in the United States or Canada; establishes the criteria for postgraduate education a resident physician must complete to receive a license. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law June 3. 

SB 170 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Senator John Steinbeck (R), SB 170 requires employers to fully cover the costs of annual cancer screenings for firefighters, police officers, arson investigators, and volunteer firefighters; enhanced physical examinations and cancer screenings for non-state-employed and volunteer firefighters, arson inspectors, and police officers. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law June 6.  

NEW YORK
K 694 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers 
Introduced by Assemblymember Amy Paulin (D), K 694 calls on the Governor to proclaim August 2025 as Ambulatory Surgery Center Month. The resolution was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Calendar. 

K 696 – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Charles Lavine (D), K 696 asks the Governor to proclaim September 2025 as Urological Health Awareness Month, emphasizing the importance of prostate cancer awareness. The resolution was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Calendar.

K 700 – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal (D), K 700 asks the Governor to proclaim November 8, 2025, as Lung Cancer Screening Awareness Day. The resolution was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Calendar. 

J 1155 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers
Introduced by Senator Gustavo Rivera (D), J 1155 asks the Governor to proclaim August 2025 as Ambulatory Surgery Center Month. The resolution was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Finance Committee. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
SB 88 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Frank Farry (R), SB 88 requires health insurers provide no cost-sharing coverage for annual mammographic examinations for covered individuals aged 40 or older, and supplemental and diagnostic breast cancer screenings for those with an average or higher risk of breast cancer. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Banking and Insurance Committee. 

SB 843 – Criminalization
Introduced by Senator Judy Ward (R), SB 843 prohibits gender-affirming medical procedures for minors; violations by health care practitioners are subject to professional discipline, civil liability, and criminal penalties classified as a third-degree felony. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee. 

WISCONSIN
AB 261 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Calvin Callahan (R), AB 261 requires surgical technologists employed by hospitals or ambulatory surgical centers (ASC) to complete an accredited educational program for surgical technologists, hold a certification as a surgical technologist from a national and accredited certifying body, be employed as a surgical technologist in a hospital or ASC on December 31, 2027, or complete a training program for technology in connection with the individual’s military service. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Health, Aging, and Long-Term Care Committee. 

SB 260 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Senator Jesse James (R), SB 260 requires surgical technologists employed by hospitals or ambulatory surgical centers (ASC) to complete an accredited educational program for surgical technologists, hold a certification as a surgical technologist from a national and accredited certifying body, be employed as a surgical technologist in a hospital or ASC on December 31, 2027, or complete a training program for technology in connection with the individual’s military service. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Committee. 
