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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
At this time of year it is easier to list the legislatures still in session and when they are scheduled to adjourn: Arizona (6/30); California (9/12); Delaware (6/30); Maine (Special Session); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Hampshire (6/30); New Jersey (12/31); North Carolina (7/31); Ohio (12/31); Oregon (6/29); Pennsylvania (12/31); Rhode Island (6/30); and Wisconsin (12/31).

NEWS
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) published an alert on fraud schemes involving bad actors impersonating CMS staff and targeting Medicare providers by sending phishing fax requests for medical records and documentation, falsely claiming to be part of a Medicare audit.

Phishing is an example of social engineering that attempts to trick you into giving out sensitive information. Email phishing attacks are still a common occurrence, but we are hearing more about fraudulent fax requests being sent out to medical practices. 

CMS emphasized it does not initiate audits by requesting medical records via fax and urge physicians and practices to take steps to protect their data. If physicians receive a suspicious request, do not respond. CMS encourages you to work with your Medical Review Contractor if you receive a questionable or suspected fraudulent request.

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ARIZONA
HB 2054 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative David Livingston (R), HB 2054 amends statutes to eliminate the requirement that the medical director responsible for a prior authorization denial must personally sign the written notification of their denial. Governor Katie Hobbs (D) signed the bill into law June 25. 

CALIFORNIA
ACR 66 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Diane Dixon (R), ACR 66 designates May 2025 as skin cancer awareness month. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly June 19. 

SR 53 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Susan Rubio (D), SR 53 declares September 2025 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. The resolution was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee. 

HAWAII
SB 1281 – Telemedicine ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Henry Aquino (D), SB 1281 establishes the continued reimbursement of telehealth services provided through interactive telecommunications systems into 2027. Governor Josh Green (D) signed the bill into law June 25. 

LOUISIANA
HB 575 – Criminalization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Lauren Ventrella (R), HB 575 extends liability to anyone involved in performing, aiding, or abetting an abortion; increases the statute of limitations for initiating legal action from three to five years from the discovery of damage; recoverable damages include court costs, attorneys’ fees, statutory damages, general damages, and punitive damages. Governor Jeff Landry (R) signed the bill into law June 20. 

SB 182 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Kirk Talbot (R), SB 182 allows the suspension of Medicaid prior authorization for cancer care during declared emergencies. Governor Jeff Landry (R) signed the bill into law June 20. 

LD 985 – Corporate Practice of Medicine ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Mike Tipping (D), LD 985 reduces a five-year moratorium on hospital ownership by private equity to one year; creates an exception for applications for a certificate of need filed on or before June 1, 2025. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law June 24. 

LD 1854 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Kristi Mathieson (D), LD 1854 requires the medical licensure board to obtain fingerprint-based criminal background checks for initial applicants and licensees seeking compact privileges. Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law June 18. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
S 2538 – Criminalization
Introduced by the Ways and Means Committee, S 2538 prohibits professional discipline of health care providers offering reproductive or gender-affirming services; prohibits adverse action against a physician’s license application based on out-of-state criminal, civil actions, or malpractice claims if those actions stemmed from providing protected services; prohibits the state from providing any assistance to out-of-state authorities. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Ways and Means Committee. 

MICHIGAN
SB 443 – Surgical Smoke
Introduced by Senator Sean McCann (D), SB 443 requires health care facilities to use surgical smoke evacuation systems during procedures involving heat-producing equipment. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Regulatory Affairs Committee. 

MINNESOTA
HF 2 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Robert Bierman (D), HF 2 establishes a non-renewable 24-month license for international medical graduates (IMG); IMG must have practiced medicine for at least 60 months outside the U.S. in the past 12 years; needs to provide evidence of an offer to practice within a collaborative agreement; must serve in a designated rural area or underserved urban community. Governor Tim Walz (D) signed the bill into law June 14. 

NEVADA
SB 352 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Melanie Scheible (D), SB 352 prohibits health insurers and health care providers from denying, canceling, limiting, or refusing coverage based on race, color, national origin, age, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or sex, including services related to gender transition or those typically available to one sex; does not prohibit a health insurer from taking an enrollee's age into account authorized by state or federal law when determining the applicable premium rate. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Commerce and Labor Committee. 

NEW YORK
S 8442 – Corporate Practice of Medicine
Introduced by Senator Rachel May (D), S 8442 requires licensed health care professionals to maintain majority ownership and governing control within professional corporations providing health care services; provides protections for medical licensees from retaliation if they report violations of law or ethical concerns, even if disclosures breach non-disclosure or non-disparagement agreements; mandates officers be licensed physicians; requires hospitals owned by professional corporations adhere to majority physician ownership standards. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
SB 285 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Senator David Rochefort (R), SB 285 changes the title “physician assistant” to “physician associate.” Governor Kelly Ayotte (R) signed the bill into law June 18. 

NEW JERSEY
A 5866 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers
Introduced by Assemblymember Anthony Verrelli (D), A 5866 removes language from existing statute stating a new license would not be issued to an ambulatory care facility (ACF) proposing relocation of a licensed ACF to within 20 miles of their current location or relocated to a designated health enterprise zone. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Health Committee. 

S 4656 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers
Introduced by Senator Joseph Vitale (D), S 4656 lowers the assessment rate on ambulatory care facilities from 2.95 percent to 2.5 percent of gross receipts; requires surgical practices licensed under the act to pay the ambulatory care facility assessment. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Budget and Appropriations Committee. 

S 4660 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator John McKeon (D), S 4660 eliminates all fees for consumers and providers appealing a health insurer’s decisions to deny, reduce, or terminate benefits. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Budget and Appropriations Committee. 

OREGON
HB 3134 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Rob Nosse (D), HB 3134 requires health insurers to report prior authorization (PA) statistics, including approval and denial rates, appeal outcomes, and processing times on their websites; prohibits requiring additional PAs for medically necessary procedures during an authorized surgery; requires health insurers to implement an electronic PA interface to submit requests and receive determinations. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law June 24. 

HB 3727 – Telehealth ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Ken Helm (D), HB 3727 allows medical care via telemedicine to patients temporarily out-of-state; medical care must be temporary, urgent, or necessary for continuity of care; requires an established patient-physician relationship; physicians must notify the state medical board and the licensing authority in the patient’s current location about the telemedicine services. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law June 20. 

SB 951 – Corporate Practice of Medicine ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Deb Patterson (D), SB 951 prohibits management service organizations from owning or controlling a majority interest in professional medical entities and exercising control over operations which impact medical decision-making; voids noncompete agreements between physicians and management service organizations; requires a majority of shares and board positions be held by licensed health care providers. Governor Tina Kotek (D) signed the bill into law June 9. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
HB 446 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers
Introduced by Representative Benjamin Sanchez (D), HB 446 requires hospitals and ambulatory surgery facilities to offer patients any unused, non-intravenous, non-controlled medications for continued treatment at discharge; provides liability protections for facilities acting in good faith. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Committee. 

SB 888 – Credentialing
Introduced by Senator David Argall (R), SB 888 requires health insurers to use the Council for Affordable Quality Health Care (CAQH) credentialing application for practitioners seeking to join provider panels; all applications must be submitted through the CAQH electronic process; health insurers must notify practitioners within ten business days if an application is complete or incomplete, and must issue a credentialing determination within 45 business days of receiving a complete application. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Banking and Insurance Committee. 

RHODE ISLAND
HB 5108 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Joseph Solomon (D), HB 5108 provides a limited license pathway for internationally trained physicians who have practiced for at least a year; physician must have Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates certificate, passing score on both Steps 1 and 2 of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) and participate in an assessment program at a designated health care facility; eligibility for a renewable two year restricted license to practice medicine in a physician shortage area designated by the licensing board, applicant must complete participating facility’s assessment and evaluation program, receive a passing score on Step 3 of USMLE, and practice in specialty approved by the licensing board; after a minimum two years of restricted practice, the physician may apply for a full, unrestricted license. Governor Dan McKee (D) signed the bill into law June 23.

SB 347 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Lori Urso (D), SB 347 provides a limited license pathway for internationally trained physicians who have practiced for at least a year; physician must have Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates certificate, passing score on both Steps 1 and 2 of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) and participate in an assessment program at a designated health care facility; eligibility for a renewable two year restricted license to practice medicine in a physician shortage area designated by the licensing board, applicant must complete participating facility’s assessment and evaluation program, receive a passing score on Step 3 of USMLE, and practice in specialty approved by the licensing board; after a minimum two years of restricted practice, the physician may apply for a full, unrestricted license. Governor Dan McKee (D) signed the bill into law June 23.

TEXAS
HB 18 – Rural Health Workforce ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Gary VanDeaver (R), HB 18 establishes grant programs to improve the financial stability and operational viability of rural hospitals. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20.

HB 149 – Artificial Intelligence ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Giovanni Capriglione (R), HB 149 requires state agencies and health care providers to inform patients when they are interacting with artificial intelligence systems involved in health care; fines range from $10,000 to $200,000, with additional penalties for ongoing non-compliance. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 22. 

HB 1052 – Telehealth ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Salman Bhojani (D), HB 1052 requires health insurers to cover telehealth services provided the individual receiving services resides in the state and the health care professional is licensed within the state, with a physical office. The bill became law without Governor Gregg Abbott’s (R) signature June 22. 

HB 2038 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Tom Oliverson (R), HB 2038 introduces a provisional licensing system for foreign medical license holders who graduated from a board-recognized accredited medical school in the United States or Canada, or a medical school recognized by the board; applicant must have English proficiency; applicant must not be the subject of disciplinary action by the licensing authority in any other jurisdiction; applicant must have a job offer. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20.

HB 3057 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Brooks Landgraf (R), HB 3057 requires health insurers to cover medically necessary chimeric antigen receptor T-cell therapy cancer treatments. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20.

HB 3812 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Greg Bonnen (R), HB 3812 requires utilization reviews to be under the direction of a physician licensed in the state; the medical board is empowered to investigate allegations of medically unfounded utilization reviews. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20.

SB 268 – Licensure VETOED
Introduced by Senator Charles Perry (R), SB 268 requires any licensing entity who receives a complaint concerning a health care practitioner who holds a license issued by a different licensing board to forward the complaint to the original license-issuing board; prohibits a licensing board from taking any disciplinary action based on a complaint against a health care practitioner unless the complaint is referred back from the original license-issuing board. Governor Greg Abbott vetoed the bill June 22.

SB 815 – Utilization Review ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Charles Schwertner (R), SB 815 prohibits utilization review entities from relying solely on artificial intelligence to deny, delay, or modify health care services; only a physician can make medical determinations. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20. 

SB 1084 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Donna Campbell (R), SB 1084 mandates communication of breast density information in mammography reports and requires patient notices based on breast density. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20. 

SB 1318 – Restrictive Covenants ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Charles Schwertner (R), SB 1318 limits restrictive covenants to one-year post-employment and a five-mile radius from the employee’s primary practice location; terms must be stated in writing; provides for a buyout option capped at a physician’s annual salary at termination. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law June 20. 

SB 2480 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Donna Campbell (R), SB 2480 requires continuous queries of the practitioner data bank for all individuals holding licenses regulated by the board of medicine; adds a $15 surcharge for issuing a first-time license or renewal, designated to cover the costs of continuous queries. The bill became law without Governor Gregg Abbott’s (R) signature June 20.
