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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATE ADVOCACY DAYS
Wisconsin: June 3, Madison

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
Legislative adjournments: Alabama (5/14); Alaska (5/20); Arkansas (5/5); Colorado (5/7); Georgia (4/4); Hawaii (5/2); Idaho (4/4); Indiana (4/24); Iowa (5/14); Kansas (4/11); Kentucky (3/28); Maine (3/21); Maryland (4/7); Minnesota (5/19); Mississippi (4/3); Missouri (5/15); Montana (4/30); New Mexico (3/22); North Dakota (5/3); Oklahoma (5/30); South Carolina (5/8); South Dakota (3/31); Tennessee (4/22); Utah (3/7); Vermont (5/30);Virginia (2/22); Washington (4/27); West Virginia (4/12), and Wyoming (3/6).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ALABAMA
HB 45 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Ed Oliver (R), HB 45 requires Medicaid coverage for noninvasive colorectal cancer screening tests and follow-up colonoscopies based on positive results. Governor Kay Ivey (R) signed the bill into law May 21.

DELAWARE
SCR 75 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Senator Davis Wilson (R), SCR 75 designates September 2025 as prostate cancer awareness month. The resolution was adopted by the Senate May 22. 

IOWA
HF 303 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by the Commerce Committee, HF 303 requires health insurers to respond to prior authorization (PA) requests within 48 hours in urgent cases and ten calendar days for non-urgent cases; insurers must annually review and potentially eliminate PA requirements for services routinely approved. Governor Kim Reynolds (R) signed the bill into law May 27.

MAINE
LD 178 – Step-Therapy
Introduced by Representative Kristi Mathieson (D), LD 178 prohibits health insurers from requiring step-therapy for FDA-approved metastatic cancer drugs. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Insurance and Financial Services Committee.

MICHIGAN 
HB 4514 – Restrictive Covenants
Introduced by Representative Jason Woolford (R), HB 4514 prohibits noncompete agreements for physicians and renders existing agreements void. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Policy Committee.

HR 114 – STOP THE BLEED® ADOPTED
Introduced by Representative Mike Harris (R), HR 114 designates May 22, 2025, as Stop the Bleed Day. The resolution was adopted by the Senate May 22.

MISSOURI
SB 81 – Licensure
Introduced by Senator Kurtis Gregory (R), SB 81 provides the medical board may use fingerprint-based criminal history background checks for licensed health care workers. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Transportation, Infrastructure, and Public Safety Committee.

MONTANA
SB 218 – Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Greg Hertz (R), SB 218 establishes a private cause of action against health care professionals for any physical, psychological, or emotional harm caused by gender dysphoria treatments 25 years from the discovery of the injury. Governor Greg Gianforte (R) signed the bill into law May 13.

NEVADA
SB 9 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by the Senate Commerce and Labor Committee, SB 9 requires health insurers to respond to Medicaid-related claims within 60 days; prohibits denial of claims based on lack of prior authorization. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law May 27. 

NEW JERSEY
S 4495 – Insurance
Introduced by Senator Douglas Steinhardt (R), S 4495 requires health insurers to provide coverage for lipedema, including medically necessary surgeries and related therapies. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Commerce Committee.

S 4537 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by Senator Benjie Wimberly (D), S 4537 allocates up to $500,000 for the purchase of tourniquets to be used in public schools and provides annual staff training on their use. The bill was introduced in the Senate and is pending referral to a committee.

NEW YORK
A 8627 – Professional Liability
Introduced by Assemblymember Charles Lavine (D), A 8627 amends current law to base verdicts exceeding twenty years on a new formula that averages the ten-year U.S. Treasury Bond rate for the first twenty years and then uses the thirty-year U.S. Treasury Bond rate for subsequent years. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

K 586 – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Jen Lunsford (D), K 586 seeks to proclaim May 2025 as melanoma awareness month. The resolution was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Calendar.

OKLAHOMA
HB 1810 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Carl Newton (R), HB 1810 removes specific timelines for prior authorization and eliminates the need for peer-to-peer review processes following adverse determinations. The bill became law without Governor Kevin Stitt’s (R) signature May 25.

SB 1168 – Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Chuck Hall (R), SB 1168 increases the total liability of resident physicians and interns while participating in a graduate medical education program from $100,000 to $150,000; caps the liability limit for a physician providing services on-site but not employed by a hospital in a county with a population under 75,000 people at $1 million; liability limits under the governmental tort claims act will be adjusted for inflation, up to a maximum of four percent per five year period. Governor Kevin Stitt (R) signed the bill into law May 27. 

PENNSYLVANIA
SB 447 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Devlin Robinson (R), SB 447 requires health insurers to provide no cost-sharing coverage for annual prostate cancer screenings for high-risk individuals aged 40 and above. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Banking and Insurance Committee.

TENNESSEE
HB 212 – Cancer ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Dan Howell (R), HB 212 creates the Man2Man Prostate Cancer group specialty license plate; proceeds are allocated to promote prostate cancer health and wellness, public service announcements, and free prostate cancer health screening events. Governor Bill Lee (R) signed the bill into law May 21.

HB 858 – Step-Therapy ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Rebecca Alexander (R), HB 858 prohibits health insurers from requiring step-therapy for patients with stage four advanced metastatic cancer or metastatic blood cancer. Governor Bill Lee (R) signed the bill into law May 21.

HB 979 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Ryan Williams (R), HB 979 requires employed specialists in a children’s hospital to be board certified or board eligible; prohibits an employing entity from interfering or restricting diagnostic, treatment, or referral decisions; creates a licensure process for anesthesiologist assistants (AA); requires AAs to work under the supervision of an anesthesiologist, who must be immediately available. Governor Bill Lee (R) signed the bill into law May 21.

SB 203 – Cancer
Introduced by Senator Becky Massey (R), SB 203 creates the Man2Man Prostate Cancer group specialty license plate; proceeds are allocated to promote prostate cancer health and wellness, public service announcements, and free prostate cancer health screening events. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Transportation and Safety Committee. 

SB 764 – Scope of Practice
[bookmark: _Hlk199420306]Introduced by Senator Paul Bailey (R), SB 764 requires employed specialists in a children’s hospital to be board certified or board eligible; prohibits an employing entity from interfering or restricting diagnostic, treatment, or referral decisions; creates a licensure process for anesthesiologist assistants (AA); requires AAs to work under the supervision of an anesthesiologist, who must be immediately available. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Welfare Committee. 

SB 1382 – Step-Therapy
Introduced by Senator Bo Watson (R), SB 1382 prohibits health insurers from requiring step-therapy for patients with stage four advanced metastatic cancer or metastatic blood cancer. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Commerce and Labor Committee. 

TEXAS
HB 879 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Representative James Frank (R), HB 879 creates a licensure pathway for veterans who served as physicians to obtain a license to practice in-state; applicants are required to have left service within the past year and have been honorably discharged; must pass the state jurisprudence examination; must not be under active investigation or have a history of disciplinary actions or criminal convictions. Governor Gregg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law May 28.

SB 1257 – Insurance ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Bryan Hughes (R), SB 1257 requires health insurers to cover adverse effects and reversals of gender transition procedures. Governor Greg Abbott (R) signed the bill into law May 24. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199319728]VERMONT
H 493 – Trauma Funding ENACTED
[bookmark: _Hlk199231746]Introduced by the Appropriations Committee, H 493 repeals the traumatic brain injury fund and transfers the remaining balance to the general fund at the end of 2025. Governor Phil Scott (R) signed the bill into law May 22.  

WASHINGTON
HB 1848 – Trauma Funding ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Beth Doglio (D), HB 1848 increases fees from traffic violations from $5 to $10; additional funds go to the traumatic brain injury account. Governor Bob Ferguson (D) signed the bill into law May 19.
