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STATE AFFAIRS WORKGROUP
Arnold Baskies, MD, FACS (NJ); Ali Kasraeian, MD, FACS (FL); Kevin Koo, MD, FACS (MN); David Santos, MD, FACS (TX); and Kelly Swords, MD, FACS (CA). The Workgroup plays a critical role in identifying state advocacy priorities, setting new policy objectives, and evaluating state advocacy grant applications among other duties. 

ACS STATE AFFAIRS PRIORITY ISSUES
· Trauma System Funding and Development
· Cancer Screening, Testing, and Treatment
· Insurance and Administrative Burden
· Professional Liability
· Criminalization of Physician Care
· Access to Surgical Care
· Health Equity

For more information regarding ACS State Affairs Policy Priorities in your state, please contact Catherine Hendricks, State Affairs Manager, at chendricks@facs.org or Cory Bloom, State Affairs Associate, at cbloom@facs.org. To view a complete list of bills ACS State Affairs is tracking, visit our online State Legislative Tracker.

ACS GRANT PROGRAM
State Chapters are eligible to apply for ACS State Advocacy Grants and may use funds towards their annual state advocacy day, to hire a lobbyist, or other relevant advocacy functions such as travel costs for members, catering, venue rentals, printing, and more. To learn more information regarding the ACS State Advocacy Grants, apply here. 

STATUS OF LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
At this time of year it is easier to list the legislatures still in session and when they are scheduled to adjourn: Arizona (6/30); California (9/12); Delaware (6/30); Maine (Special Session); Massachusetts (11/19); Michigan (12/31); New Hampshire (6/30); New Jersey (12/31); North Carolina (7/31); Ohio (12/31); Oregon (6/29); Pennsylvania (12/31); Rhode Island (6/30); and Wisconsin (12/31).

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
ARIZONA
HB 2953 – Rural Health Workforce
Introduced by Representative David Livingston (R), HB 2953 requires the state to administer a competitive grant program which awards a single company to provide an interoperability software technology solution shared by hospitals and health care providers to benefit patients before and after discharge for treatment and care coordination; supports acute care for rural hospitals, health care providers, and trauma centers. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Appropriations Committee. 

CALIFORNIA
SB 101 – Trauma
Introduced by Senator Scott Wiener (D), SB 101 allocates $2,708,000 for provider training specifically for trauma screenings; mandates collaboration with experts in trauma-informed care to develop the training curriculum. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules Committee.

ILLINOIS
SB 2510 - Trauma
Introduced by Senator Don Harmon (D), SB 2510 allocates $4 million for adjustment payments to level I and II trauma centers; reappropriates $2 million for grants related to trauma recovery centers. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Appropriations Committee.

LOUISIANA 
HB 291 – Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Jack Galle (R), HB 291 amends existing law to change the statute of limitations for both survival and wrongful death actions to one year from the date of death or two years from the date the injury was sustained, whichever is longer. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Civil Law and Procedure Committee. 

HCR 44 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Representative Delisha Boyd (D), HCR 44 urges the state to lower the recommended age for routine mammographic breast cancer screenings from forty to thirty years old. The resolution was adopted by the House June 11.  

SB 129 – Proton Therapy ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Thomas Pressly (R), SB 129 mandates health insurers cover proton therapy for cancer patients. Governor Jeff Landry (R) signed the bill into law June 8. 

MAINE
LD 1166 – Scope of Practice ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Kristen Cloutier (D), LD 1166 changes the title of “physician assistant” to “physician associate.” Governor Janet Mills (D) signed the bill into law June 16.

LD 1854 - Licensure
Introduced by Representative Kristi Mathieson (D), LD 1854 requires the medical licensure boards to obtain fingerprint-based FBI criminal background checks for initial applicants and licensees seeking compact privileges. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Coverage, Insurance, and Financial Services Committee. 

MICHIGAN
SB 428 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Senator Sylvia Santana (D), SB 428 requires anesthesiologist assistants (AAs) to work under the supervision of an anesthesiologist; anesthesiologists must be in physical proximity to the AA, ensure all AA activities are properly documented, and not supervise more than four AAs concurrently. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health Policy Committee. 

MISSOURI
SB 81 – Licensure ENACTED
Introduced by Senator Kurtis Gregory (R), SB 81 provides the medical board may use fingerprint-based criminal history background checks. Governor Mike Kehoe (R) signed the bill into law June 10. 

MONTANA
HB 682 – Professional Liability ENACTED
Introduced by Representative Lee Deming (R), HB 682 establishes a statute of limitations for civil actions related to injuries from gender transition treatments received as a minor to within 25 years after reaching adulthood or within four years of discovering the injury and its cause, whichever is later. Governor Greg Gianforte (R) signed the bill into law May 13. 

NEVADA
AB 234 – Medicaid ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Natha Anderson (D), AB 234 requires Medicaid to cover screening for lung, prostate, and colorectal cancer. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law June 10. 

AB 463 – Prior Authorization ENACTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Shea Backus (D), AB 463 requires health insurers to respond to prior authorization requests within 48 hours. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law June 10. 

AB 483 – Rural Health Workforce ENACTED
Introduced by the Health and Human Services Committee, AB 483 requires health care licensing boards to prioritize license applications for professionals intending to work in underserved communities. Governor Joe Lombardo (R) signed the bill into law June 10. 

NEW JERSEY
A 5790 – Prior Authorization
Introduced by Assemblymember Kevin Egan (D), A 5790 requires health insurers to provide coverage for lipedema, including medically necessary surgeries; prior authorization (PA) for a lipectomy is valid for one year; new insurers must honor approved PAs under previous insurers. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee.

A 5828 – Ambulatory Surgical Centers
Introduced by Assemblymember Shanique Speight (D), A 5828 removes the requirement for a surgical practice to be licensed as an ambulatory care facility; surgical practices must register with the state, pay a fee of $1,000; registration is valid for five years. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Health Committee.

S 4421 – STOP THE BLEED®
Introduced by Senator James Holzapfel (R), S 4421 requires tourniquets to be issued to all state, county, and municipal law enforcement officers and basic life support ambulance and mobility assistance vehicle; funding for tourniquets may be appropriated from forfeiture funds received by the attorney general. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Law and Public Safety Committee. 
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A 4591A – Cancer
Introduced by Assemblymember Chantel Jackson (D), A 4591A amends existing law to require hospitals to inform patients about options for breast reconstruction, including various surgical reconstructive options; patients must also be informed about non-surgical reconstructive options. The bill was introduced in the Assembly and referred to the Health Committee. 

K 790 – Cancer ADOPTED
Introduced by Assemblymember Rodneyse Hermelyn (D), K 790 asks the Governor to proclaim September 2025 as Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. The resolution was adopted by the Assembly June 12. 

J 1155 – Ambulatory Surgery Centers ADOPTED
Introduced by Senator Gustavo Rivera (D), J 1155 asks the Governor to proclaim August 2025 as Ambulatory Surgery Center Month. The resolution was adopted by the Senate June 10.

NORTH CAROLINA
S 171 – Truth in Advertising/Insurance
Introduced by Senator Jim Burgin (R), S 171 requires advertisements for health care services to clearly state the license, certification, or registration held by the health care practitioner; prohibits unlicensed individuals from using medical titles in advertisements; prohibits health care professionals from acting beyond their scope of practice and employing unlicensed individuals, violations may result in disciplinary action; requires health insurers to provide coverage for prosthetic and orthotic devices, including custom devices, and replacements. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Rules and Operations Committee.

OHIO 
HB 353 – Scope of Practice
Introduced by Representative Brian Lampton (R), HB 353 changes the title of “physician assistant” to “physician associate.” The bill was introduced in the House and is pending referral to a committee.

OREGON
SB 174 – Professional Liability
Introduced by the Senate Judiciary Committee, SB 174 prohibits filing an action or suit related to settling a medical malpractice claim under the Unlawful Trade Practice Act. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
HB 1460 – Corporate Practice of Medicine 
Introduced by Representative Lisa Borowski (D), HB 1460 sets a regulatory framework for overseeing significant transactions involving health care entities; must notify the attorney general of transactions valued at $10 million or more and to observe a sixty-day waiting period; must observe a 60-day waiting period; requires the attorney general to review the transaction and determine if it is against the public interest; a monitoring period may be enacted if the transaction is found to be against the public interest. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Health Committee.

HB 1602 – Cancer
Introduced by Representative Pat Gallagher (D), HB 1602 amends the Early Screening Act to include colorectal cancer; provides colorectal cancer screening at intervals recommended by clinical practice guidelines based on age and sex; individuals eligible for colorectal cancer screenings must be between 40 and 45 years of age with a family history of colon cancer, older than 45, or within ten years of the age at which a first-degree relative was diagnosed with colon cancer; eligible breast and cervical cancer screenings for women aged 40 to 49;. The bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Insurance Committee.

TEXAS
SB 268 – Licensure 
Introduced by Senator Charles Perry (R), SB 268 requires any licensing entity who receives a complaint concerning a health care practitioner who holds a license issued by a different licensing board to forward the complaint to the original license-issuing board; prohibits a licensing board from taking any disciplinary action based on a complaint against a health care practitioner unless the complaint is referred back from the original license-issuing board. The bill was introduced in the Senate and referred to the Health and Human Services Committee.

VERMONT
S 126 – Insurance/Single Payer ENACTED
Introduced by the Health and Welfare Committee, S 126 mandates reference-based pricing for health care professionals by 2027 in the state's health care payment and delivery system; requires the board to set reimbursement rates; calls for the development of an integrated statewide health care delivery strategic plan to promote universal access to high-quality, cost-effective care, including emergency medical services. Governor Phil Scott (R) signed the bill into law June 12.

